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An approach to animal criminalization and its protections in the relevant Iranian laws and
international documents

Shahla Sotoudeh’
Aram Rajabzadeh’
Abstract

Cruelty to animals is a well-known crime in various jurisdictions. Proper provision of water and
food, proper living and psychological conditions and the need for access to health care are among
the most important animal rights, which are specifically addressed in domestic law, the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and criminal law. In the international arena, numerous
international instruments in the field of environmental protection and protection of animal rights
have been concluded, but nevertheless, we are witnessing widespread violations of animal rights
at the national and international levels. Unfortunately, Iran's criminal regulations are very flawed
in this regard and, except for a few regulations, there is no general documentation in this regard.
Due to the lack of necessary cultural contexts in Iran and the existence of traces of religion in the
laws, there are currently no strict laws regarding the criminalization of animal abuse in Iran's
criminal regulations and the persecution and killing of animals is very common in Iran. Supporting
the biosafety of animals and not punishing abusers has led to many protests. In the present study,
we try to examine the crimes against animals and their rights using a descriptive-analytical method.
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